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Juliana Vargas Zapata (1997, Cali, Colombia) is a multidisciplinary artist and designer  
based in Karlsruhe, Germany.  
Her practice combines archival methods, artistic research, and object/image making to 
explore the intersections of popular culture, material culture, and Latin American vernacular 
design. Through the act of collecting and recontextualizing images, she builds personal  
archives that become both tools and subjects of her work, reflecting on how visual languages 
shape identity and memory. Her work has been exhibited in Germany, Colombia, Mexico, 
and the United States, engaging with contexts that bridge design, art, and cultural research.
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In Defense of Mis Caprichos 
(Proposed for exhibition at academy:square, art KARLSRUHE 2026)

In Defense of Mis Caprichos is a multimedia exhibition based in a self-curated archive of 
140 found and self-produced images that reflect the vernacular visual language of Latin 
America. These images—ranging from memes and personal photographs to screenshots—
carry a distinct sensibility: one that resists explanation and instead unfolds through mood, 
tone, and repetition. Often low in resolution due to constant digital circulation, the images 
reflect the visual texture of the internet. Many celebrate vernacular and informal gestures, 
circulating quickly across digital platforms to form a visual language that is intimate, layered, 
unstable, and often humorous.

The work draws on Hal Foster’s An Archival Impulse, where archiving is seen as an artistic 
practice and a preference for fragmentation over coherence reflects a deliberate artistic strategy.

From this archive, ten objects were developed, each guided by a specific premise. Some 
take the form of replicas, others of performances or hybrid assemblages. These objects 
operate as attempts to “grasp” the underlying sensibility of the archive. Their logic often 
draws on the aesthetics of appropriation, copying, and transformation—resonating with 
Byung-Chul Han’s Shanzhai: Deconstruction in Chinese, where copying and sampling are 
understood as creative strategies capable of generating new meaning.

A second core component of the exhibition is a video slideshow that presents the full image 
archive in a loop. The video has no beginning and no end, as it is conceived as a work in 
progress—the archive is constantly evolving. Each image is accompanied by 1–2 lines of 
text drawn from diverse sources: academic texts, social media posts, and personal writings. 
The arrangement is not explanatory but atmospheric, evoking how Susan Sontag, in Notes 
on Camp, approaches a sensibility not through linear explanation but through curation and 
juxtaposition.

In Defense of Mis Caprichos does not seek resolution or synthesis. Instead, it inhabits a 
space of connection without hierarchy. It is an argument for intuition, for playful seriousness, 
and for honoring the seemingly trivial gestures we encounter every day.
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Why not transporting a pool through Karlsruhe on a motorcicle?
Video performance on inflatable pool
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Dreamcatcher.
Hanging mobile made of metal ring and textiles

Alvaro Uribe didn’t go into the water just once, but three times.
Installation with textile, garden lounger, and pink Crocs
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INSEGURIDAD. En español.
Silkscreen on textile

When someone says you cant do it.  
Do it twice, and take pictures. 
Rhinestone appliqués on textile

Oscar de Protagonistas de Nuestra Tele,  
not Oscar Wilde. 
Silkscreen on textile
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Would García Márquez like this? 
Digital print on stuffed textile
140 x 50 cm



In no particular order
Video (stills), 23 min
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Juliana give me a chance. 
Digital print on PVC banner
2,50 x 80 m
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Luna Sontag
Installation with bows, tape, and images on cables and power plugs
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Voldemort has a talent for dancing to reggaetón, regional mexicano,  
merengue, RKT, baile funk, edm and pop. 
Video installation with tablet, textile-covered chair, helium balloons, and confetti
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Sorry comadre, I want to buy things.
Laser engraving on wood with fuchsia thread



12

INTERNET 
42 textiles, sewn together
8 m × 1.82 m
2024
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me immediately after crying:
Hanging assemblage of 50 keychains on metal chain 
Variable dimensions
2024
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LA CURADURÍA RURAL INFORMA
Installation with digital print on PVC banner, hanging above lake
2 m × 3 m 
2024
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Tendedero de Cucos
Metal sculpture accompanied by audio work
31 cm × 45 cm
2023

23



24



Trapitos al Sol
Performance and installation with 
bleached textiles, booklets, and 
baked cookies
Variable dimensions
2024
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Einen an der Waffel haben 
Installation with stacked ice cream cones
2.5 m
2024
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Juliana Vargas Zapata 
born in 1997 in Cali, Colombia. 
Based in Germany since 2016.

Education 
2017–2025 
Communication design 
Hochschule für Gestaltung Karlsruhe  
2022
Communication design 
Estonian Academy of Arts Tallinn

Awards & Nominations
2026
Nominated for the Giovanni Francesco Marchini–Preis 
(application in progress)
2025 
Nominated for the Preis der Fördergesellschaft ZKM / HfG
2020 
Winner of the DAAD Scholarship STIBET I

Residencies
2024
Virreina Residency (San Gil, COL)

 
 
 
 
  

Solo exhibitions
2025
In Defense of Mis Caprichos, Diploma exhibition, Hochschule für Gestaltung Karlsruhe (GER)
2024
Mire sin Compromiso, Cachorra (Bogotá, COL)

Group exhibitions (selection)
2025
Pensamiento, Palabra, Obra y Omisión, hooogar (Guadalajara Art Week, MX)
Miniotics, Weatherproof (Chicago, USA) & Blankmag Books NYC (New York, USA)
The 60s, Pop Gun (New York)
2024
School of Casablanca, ifa-Galerie (Berlin, GER)
Messy Bindings, Messy Reliures, RoSa (Brussels, BEL)
Aguardiente Amarillo, Virreina (San Gil, COL)
Sancocho, Policroma Galería (Medellín, COL) & Proyecto Binario (Bogotá, COL) 
Dream, You Scream for Ice Cream, TV HIFI (Karlsruhe, GER)
2023
an invitation to an exhibition in a laundry, Roonstr. (Karlsruhe, GER)
Tras de Ledge, Casa Rat Trap (Bogotá, COL)
2020
Risquons-Tout, The Open School, WIELS (Brussels, BEL)
Glossary of Undisciplined Design, GfZK (Leipzig, GER)

Contributions
2025 
The 60s, published by Pop Gun (USA)
2024 
BranD n.73, published by BranD Magazine (HK)
Pica 15pO, published by Pica Magazine (CA)
Phylactère 3, published by Phylactère Magazine (FR)
2021
Glossary of Undisciplined Design, published by Spectorbooks (GER)

Contact
julianavargasz@hotmail.com
instagram:@julianavargasz
+49 17664621975


